Airgun ban halts seismic tests
At the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, R&D funding rose 7.6%, to $573 million. At the National Institute of Standards and Technology, total R&D funding rose nearly 5% to $514 million, but within that the agency's main research programme drops 0.8% from $372 million in the previous year.
NASA saw a 5.7% increase in its overall R&D budget, to $12.5 billion. But much of that money is tied to completion of the International Space Station and for rockets to return astronauts to the Moon. Within the $5.5-billion science directorate, Earth sciences received the biggest boost -of 4.4%, to $1.5 billion -while planetary science suffered the most, with a 1.4% cut, to $1.4 billion.
The NIH, which had been set to receive a 3.1% boost in a budget bill vetoed by Bush in November (see Nature 450, 470; 2007), will instead get a 0.5% increase of $133 million, bringing its effective budget to $28.9 billion. That will make 2008 the fifth consecutive year of effectively flat funding for the NIH.
The 0.5% increase drew sharp rebukes from advocates for biomedical research, who criticized Bush for forcing Congress to shave more than half-a-billion dollars from what it had allotted to the NIH in November. "That was a really big hit, " says David Moore, senior associate vice-president at the Association of American Medical Colleges in Washington DC. "We're extremely disappointed, " adds Jon Retzlaff, the senior lobbyist at the Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology.
Still, some corners of the NIH will have reason to celebrate, such as the once-embattled National Children's Study, which Bush had tried to eliminate but which ended up growing by $42 million, to $111 million. Open-access advocates also applauded a provision in the bill that will require NIH-funded investigators to submit -or have submitted for them -their peer-reviewed manuscripts to the National Library of Medicine's PubMed Central when they are accepted for publication. The manuscripts will be made publicly available no later than 12 months after publication.
Meanwhile, Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (Democrat, California) sent out a letter to the research community, saying that "her commitment to the innovation agenda remains strong and steadfast". And advocates of the physical sciences vowed to keep fighting. Charles Vest, president of the National Academy of Engineering, says that other countries are proceeding apace with research investments. "If we keep doing business as usual, " he says, "we're going to get our lunch eaten. " ■
